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Current National and
Regional Conditions…

















Nebraska Water Supply Update…

Platte River, Hamilton/Hall County Line, June 6, 2006
Ken Dewey

http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/nebraska/Dsc_5909d70sm-2.jpg


Map of 7-day average streamflow compared
To historical streamflow for the day of year



Lake McConaughy
August 2005: level 8 feet above 2004’s record 
low level (3,197.6 ft).  There had been 6 straight 
years with declines from 1998 through 2004.
BOR snowmelt runoff forecast February 1, 2006 
130% of normal
BOR snowmelt runoff forecast June 1, 2006 less 
than 50% of normal
June 2006: level 3 feet above 2005…but 
dropping
SOURCE: CNPPID



Lake McConaughy
(as of August 22, 2006)

370,600 af  (21.3% of capacity)
3,199.9 feet
(5.6 ft. below this time last year)

Record: 3,197.6 feet

SOURCE: CNPPID









Photo by John Valentine, 2004



Republican River Basin

Courtesy of Bill Peck, McCook Office, 
Bureau of Reclamation
June: “Overall, not very good”
Inflows in 2006 ceased by mid April
In 2006, irrigation began in May

Warm, windy, and dry month



Republican River Basin

July hit all the reservoirs “very hard”
Releases on several were shut off
Harlan County shut off on July 23
Record low flows still occurring at Guide Rock 



Republican River Basin

August: really good spotty rains
Crops doing quite well

Even with rains, zero to very little inflows
Example: Bonny Reservoir (with no releases 
during the season) is still hitting record low 
levels each day.

Most reservoirs behind last year at this 
time



http://drought.unl.edu/



Nebraska Current Conditions…





















Number of Days Maximum Temperature was Greater than or Number of Days Maximum Temperature was Greater than or 
Equal to Listed ThresholdEqual to Listed Threshold

Station 95 F Rank 100 F Rank

Scottsbluff 29 12/113 11 7/113

Valentine 27 4/58 12 4/58

Norfolk 17 29/113 6 18/113

Grand Island 25 29/111 11 23/111

Omaha 15 29/71 5 17/71

McCook 33 33/96 17 17/96

Beatrice 22 43/116 9 31/116



Maximum Temperature Recorded in Maximum Temperature Recorded in 
Each Climate Division during 2006Each Climate Division during 2006

Chadron 112 7/15

Valentine 113 7/16

Oakdale 106 7/16

Grand Island 109 7/19

Lincoln 108 7/19

Wauneta 113 7/20

Franklin 111 7/20

Hebron 108 7/20



Forecasts………
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